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Purpose  

1 This aide memoire provides information about preparation for the Military Style 
Academy pilot, which starts on 29 July 2024. 

Background 

2 This aide memoire responds to your request for an update on preparation for the pilot 
Military-Style Academy. Appendix One is a fact sheet about the pilot and Young 
Serious Offender Declaration (this is available on the Oranga Tamariki website here).  

3 On 23 June 2024, the Prime Minister and you announced the Government’s actions to 
address youth crime. This included the introduction of a new declaration for young 
offenders to ensure they face tougher consequences and are better supported to turn 
their lives around. The announcement also stated that the pilot Military-Style Academy 
was progressing, which would be based at a youth justice facility in Palmerston North 
and would operate under the current law. 

4 This announcement followed an earlier announcement on 5 March 2024 which stated 
the intention for a Military-Style Academy to be operating from the middle of this year. 

5 There is significant public and media interest in the pilot. We are working with your Office 
to respond to requests for information and proactively publish material of the Oranga 
Tamariki website.  

Update on preparation for the pilot 

Confirmation of the start date and location  

6 The pilot will formally start on Monday 29 July 2024. The location of the pilot is Te Au 
rere a te Tonga Youth Justice Residence, Palmerston North. We are working with your 
office for a launch event for the pilot. 

7 Te Au rere a te Tonga Youth Justice Residence can have up to 40 young people. One 
of the units has been set aside and adapted for the young people who will take part in 
the pilot. The other up to 30 young people will be managed as part of business-as-usual 
operating model. The two cohorts will not mix at night but there may be some deliberate 
and planned interaction during the day.  
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Appendix One: Fact Sheet 

 

 
  

Appendix One is a fact sheet about the pilot and Young Serious Offender Declaration - 
this is available on the Oranga Tamariki website at the following linke - 
https://www.orangatamariki.govt.nz/about-us/news/addressing-serious-youth-offending/ 






